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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 September 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)£3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) D Claim(s) is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
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6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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Restriction/Election 

1. Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-4, 7-10 drawn least cost or minimum delay routing, classified in 
class 370, subclass 238. 

II. Claims 5-6, 11-12, drawn to control storage arrangement, classified in 
class 370, subclass 363. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and II are unrelated. Inventions are unrelated if it can be shown that 
they are not disclosed as capable of use together and they have different modes 
of operation, different functions or different effects (MPEP 806.04, MPEP 
808.01). In the instant case the different functions have different modes of 
operation, different functions, and they have different effects. 

3. Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification because 
of their recognized divergent subject matter, and the search required for each Group I or 
II is not required for other Group, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is 
proper. 
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Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brenda Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
31 35. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn D. Feild, can be reached on (571 ) 272-2092. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2600. 

April 4, 2007 
Brenda Pham 

BRENDA PHAM 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



